Undergraduate education in obstetrics and gynaecology in Australia and New Zealand, 1989.
Medical schools in Australia and New Zealand provide an average of 10.7 weeks for instruction in obstetrics abd gynaecology. The stated aims and objectives in 14 clinical schools vary from none at all to those which establish the programme with great clarity. The learning exercises provided vary from the conventional, ward and clinic-based to those with an accent on observing closely a mother, her baby and her family. Newer methods for learning about pelvic examination have not been widely adopted. Schools expect students to gain experience in an average of 9 vaginal deliveries. Competition with midwives for available deliveries was described by 9 clinical schools. The survey shows a need for greater emphasis in text books on communication skills and psychological aspects of patient care.